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ABOUT GIA
Grantmakers In Aging (GIA) is an inclusive and 
responsive membership organization that is a 
national catalyst for philanthropy, with a common 
dedication to improving the experience of aging.  
GIA members have a shared recognition that a 
society that is better for older adults is better for 
people of all ages. GIA’s membership includes 
leading staff and trustees of private, family, 
community, public, operating, and corporate 
foundations that are involved directly or indirectly 
with philanthropy and aging. It also includes 
corporate giving programs, private and public 
charities, social venture capital groups, individual 
philanthropists, and bank trust departments or 
trust companies that administer charitable trusts or 
foundations making grants for charitable purposes.  

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE
GIA welcomes all organizations interested in aging 
and philanthropy — foundations, grantmaking 
organizations, corporate giving programs — to 
attend the GIA Annual Conference. Over the years, 
it’s become the premier source of information 
and inspiration for any organization that wants to 
support aging-related programs. The conference 
is designed to be a stimulating and productive 
experience for people in all types of roles in your 
organization, including staff, trustees, directors, 
consultants, and donors. In short, it’s for anyone 
who cares about older adults and understands 
how aging issues affect the whole spectrum of 
philanthropic priorities, from health and education 
to community and intergenerational issues.  
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BOSTON 2017

Each year, in October, GIA holds its Annual 
Conference, with more than 200 top local 
and national funders, in one of America’s 
great cities. For 2017, we’re excited by the 
opportunity to bring our meeting to  
Boston, Massachusetts. The Westin Copley 
Place, the meeting venue, sits across the 
street from Copley Square in the heart of  
the city, which makes it easy to reach nearby 
dining, shopping on Newbury Street, and 
dozens of museums. Take in the city’s rich 
history — visit the famous Faneuil Hall or 
stroll through Boston Common, America’s 
oldest city park — and see why nearly 
90,000 older adults find the city to be a 
vibrant, stimulating place to live. Boston’s 
fall colors will be at their peak in October — 
it’s the perfect time to join us to see, do,  
and explore this beautiful city and all it  
has to offer.

We can’t wait to see you in Boston for our 
2017 Annual Conference. It may be only 
three days of meeting time, but its impact 
will be felt for months to come.

THEME STATEMENT 
FORWARD MOTION:  
GAINING MOMENTUM FOR AN AGING SOCIETY

According to recent analysis of census data, there 
are now more than 50 million people 65 or older in 
America — the largest number of seniors there has 
ever been. A count of 50 million seniors is more than 
the population of 25 states combined. 

If you think about this like a physicist, you realize that 
a group of this size has significant mass and energy. 
The momentum of 50 million people is equally 
impressive. It can drive change, influence events, 
and accelerate innovation. This concept also applies 
to individuals — their lives gain momentum and get 
better as they age.

As a nation populated with individuals across the 
lifespan, we must be able to tap into the impetus of 
older Americans. At the same time, we must be able 
to cope with challenges that come with an aging 
society. Being successful at both of these aims will 
require new approaches on a number of fronts. 
Medical care, age-friendly housing, transportation, 
elder workforce — all of these issues demand new 
insights, creative problem-solving, and innovative 
programs to ensure that people of all ages can grow 
up and grow older comfortably, feeling cared for, 
supported, and valued.

Luckily, we have made great progress in recent years. 
Funders in aging continue to be at the forefront of 
identifying new, even transformative, strategies to 
reinvent how we care for, engage, and connect with 
older adults. The Reframing Aging project, based 
on research by the FrameWorks Institute, is a good 
example. Grantmakers In Aging has joined forces with 
AARP, the American Federation for Aging Research, 
the American Geriatrics Society, the National Hispanic 
Council on Aging, the American Society on Aging, 
and The Gerontological Society of America to create a 
better public understanding of older adults’ needs and 
contributions to society. The work will undoubtedly 
lead to new tools, policies, applications, and systems 
that will vastly improve the aging experience. 

All of this positive change might be considered 
revolutionary. If so, then we’re particularly lucky 
to be coming together for GIA’s 2017 Annual 
Conference in Boston. As the seat of our nation’s 
struggle for independence and home to more than 50 
colleges and universities, Boston balances issues of 
young and old every day. And, of course, the city is 
known for its innovative approaches to empowering 
older adults and keeping them involved in all aspects 
of the community.
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MAKE A MEANINGFUL 
DIFFERENCE — BECOME A 
CONFERENCE SPONSOR
The Annual Conference is the centerpiece of GIA’s 
programming and a valued and highly anticipated 
event. Your support can make an immediate and 
meaningful difference. Please consider becoming 
a sponsor for the 2017 GIA Annual Conference at 
one of the levels described on pages 6 and 7.

You will be continuing a valuable 30+ year tradition 
of peer-to-peer sharing and collaboration. You will be 
helping GIA create an exciting showcase for people, 
ideas, and trends that in turn receive priceless 
exposure to foundation CEOs, program officers, and 
board members. 

There are very few gatherings like the GIA Annual 
Conference, and we hope that you will want to take 
this opportunity to help us make it the very best 
that it can be. GIA’s CEO John Feather or Conference 
Director Darla Minnich would be delighted to talk 
with you about what’s possible.

HERE ARE SOME OF THE MANY 
BENEFITS GIA’S ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
OFFERS PARTICIPANTS: 

•  An introduction to dynamic programs, 
applicable tools, and relevant 
publications that promote effectiveness 
and excellence in aging-related 
philanthropy. 

•  Access to internationally renowned 
thought leaders in the aging field, from 
some of the most prestigious aging-
related organizations and educational 
programs in the U.S. 

•  Meaningful opportunities for networking, 
development, intelligence sharing, 
and support, with more than 100 other 
philanthropic organizations of all sizes, 
types, and geographical focus. 

•  A variety of platforms to support different 
learning styles and to facilitate sharing of 
information. 

•  Access to technical assistance, resource 
sharing, and mentoring. 

•  Our “Best of the Region” session, 
which offers visibility for impressive 
local programs for older adults, such 
as projects you may be supporting to 
improve transportation, community 
design, older adult employment, or other 
related issues. 

•  Half-day site visits that introduce funders 
and experts from across the nation to 
successful programs in action in the  
host city. 
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GIA CONFERENCE BY THE NUMBERS

Senior Staff Member

Consultants

Board of Trustees

President/CEO/
Executive Director

18%

13%

4%

65%

29%

26%

37%

8%

800,000 to $5 Million

250,000 to $799,999

Over $5 Million

Less than $250,000

15%
10%

8%

5%

34%

Family/Individual

Corporate Foundation

Private/Independent

Community Foundation

Public Charity

Foundation Type

Levels of Grantmaking

Who Attends
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PREMIER

PRESENTING25K

50K
UP TO

UP TO

•  Acknowledgment as Premier Level Sponsor in conference 
materials, conference website, and on-site signage

•  Opportunity to design content with GIA for the opening 
plenary session. GIA reserves the right to select the topic and 
presenters 

• Member spotlight on GIA website prior to the conference

• Two complimentary conference registrations

•  Acknowledgment as Presenting Level Sponsor in conference 
materials, conference website and on-site signage

•  Opportunity to design content with GIA for Thursday 
luncheon or Friday plenary session. GIA reserves the right to 
select the topic and presenters 

• One complimentary conference registration

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
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PARTICIPATING

PATRON10K

15K
UP TO

UP TO

•  Acknowledgment as Participating Level Sponsor in 
conference materials, conference website and on-site signage

•  Acknowledgment as Patron Level Sponsor in conference 
materials, conference website and on-site signage

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

TO BECOME A SPONSOR OR TO LEARN MORE, CONTACT:
John Feather, Chief Executive Officer
703.413.0413 | jfeather@giaging.org 

Darla Minnich, Director of Conferences 
937.681.5213 | dminnich@giaging.org



2001 Jefferson Davis Highway
Suite 504, Arlington, VA 22202

703.413.0413


