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October, 2012 

 

Age-Friendly Communities Environmental Scan 
 
During the last decade, a variety of funders and other organizations launched several national and local 
efforts to promote age-friendly communities in the United States. While similar in many respects, these 
programs vary in their definitions of “age-friendliness,” participation requirements, and structure. The 
breadth of this work is exciting and accounts for the growing vibrancy of this idea. At the same time, its 
diversity and variability has limited a broader understanding of how cities can come together to improve 
their infrastructure, services, civic life, and cultural attractions not only for older individuals but for 
people of all ages. Our hope is that Community AGEnda will not only expand interest in the age-friendly 
communities concept in the cities it funds but will serve to build greater awareness of what is, when 
taken together, an exciting national movement. 
 
To this end, we are pleased to present a brief summary of the major projects underway to promote age-
friendly communities in the United States.  
 
World Health Organization’s (WHO) Global Network of Age-friendly Cities and Communities® 
Launched in 2006, the World Health Organization’s (WHO) Global Network of Age-friendly Cities and 
Communities® is an international effort to get cities and towns prepared for both rapid population aging 
and increasing urbanization. The initiative seeks to address the environmental and social factors that 
contribute to active and healthy aging.  
 
The WHO Age-friendly Cities and Communities program helps localities become more supportive of 
older people by addressing their needs across eight dimensions: the built environment, transportation, 
housing, social participation, respect and social inclusion, civic participation and employment, 
communication, and community support and health services. In the United States, two cities are part of 
the WHO Global Network—New York City and Portland. 
 

Age-friendly NYC 
Age-friendly NYC is a joint effort of the City of New York and the New York Academy of 
Medicine. It includes 59 city-sponsored initiatives to help New York better meet the needs of 
older adults. It features the Age-friendly NYC Commission, a blue ribbon panel of civic leaders, 
business executives, academic researchers, policymakers, and other talented individuals 
charged with making further recommendations to improve the United States’ largest city. 
 
Age-friendly Portland 
In 2010, Portland became a WHO Age-friendly City, having worked with the WHO on its initial 
research efforts in this area. At that time, the Mayor, City Council, and the Bureau of Planning 
and Sustainability agreed to collaborate, together with the Portland State University’s Institute 
on Aging, to create a citywide, aging action plan. This includes developing indicators to monitor 
success over time and implementing changes aimed at creating a Portland for people of all ages 
and abilities. Draft versions of the action plan and indicators should be completed by the end of 
2012. 

http://www.who.int/ageing/age_friendly_cities/en/
http://www.nyam.org/agefriendlynyc/Age-Friendly-NYC-Report-Final-High-Res2_new.pdf
http://pdx.edu/ioa/age-friendly-communities
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AARP Network of Age Friendly Communities 
This network of state AARP chapters, working closely with volunteers and elected officials, was launched 
in spring 2012, in affiliation with the World Health Organization (WHO). It provides a system to educate, 
encourage, promote, and recognize improvements that make cities, towns, and counties in these states 
more user-friendly not only for their older residents but also for residents of all ages. Now being piloted 
in Georgia, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, and the District of Columbia, AARP 
expects to expand to other states in the future. As part of the AARP and WHO networks, member 
communities will gain access to global resources and information on age-friendly best practices, models 
of assessment and implementation, and the relevant experience of towns and cities and around the 
world. 
 
Aging in Place Initiative 
Aging in Place is a comprehensive, community-driven project to give people the services, opportunities, 
and infrastructure they need to grow old with dignity in their own homes while remaining active and 
engaged members of their communities. It is led by Partners for Livable Communities, in partnership 
with the N4A, the International City and County Management Association (ICMA), the National League 
of Cities (NLC), and the National Association of Counties (NACo). Major funding has come from the 
MetLife Foundation, AARP, and a number of local communities.  
 
Between 2007 and 2011, Aging in Place ran more than 20 local and regional aging in place workshops 
focused on a particular theme, such as transportation or civic engagement, chosen by the localities 
involved. It supplemented these sessions with JumpStart the Conversation grants awarded to 
partnerships tied to workshop communities that had innovative ideas and action plans on how to tackle 
aging in place issues in their respective communities. These $1,000 to $2,500 grants supported work in 
Arizona, Tampa Bay, Chicago, Miami-Dade County, Chattanooga, Kansas City, Charlotte, Richmond, San 
Antonio, St. Louis, and Wichita. 
 
Today the Aging in Place Initiative includes the MetLife Foundation City Leaders Institute on Aging in 
Place, a one-year pilot program focused on making local-level changes to facilitate aging in place. 
Launched in 2012 in Phoenix and Washington, DC, the Institute assists civic teams in creating a Road 
Map for Action, using issue experts and a facilitator to assist with brainstorming and planning. 
 
The Community Experience Partnership 
The Community Experience Partnership, funded by Atlantic Philanthropies, is a learning community of 
community foundations and associated local partners located across the United States. Nearly 40 
community funders coast to coast have worked to find new ways to engage adults over age 60 in 
activities that serve others, improve quality of life and tackle pressing issues, such as homelessness, at-
risk youth, immigrant engagement, healthcare, and healthful food availability.  
 

AdvantAGE Initiative 
The AdvantAge Initiative of the Visiting Nurse Service of New York focuses on building communities that 
are prepared to meet the needs and nurture the aspirations of older adults. The program’s core feature 
is a comprehensive telephone (and more lately, an online) survey of local older adults measuring a 
community’s elder-friendliness along four domains and 32 related indicators. Communities then use this 
data to help build broader awareness about aging, inform service and other planning efforts, and spur 
needed community-wide action in the not-for-profit, public, and private sectors. Working initially in ten 

http://www.aarp.org/about-aarp/press-center/info-04-2012/AARP-Launches-Network-to-Foster-Age-Friendly-Communities.html
http://www.livable.org/program-areas/livable-communities-for-all-ages-a-aging-in-place/overview
http://www.livable.org/index.php
http://ceplearning.org/
http://ceplearning.org/index.php?page_id=3
http://ceplearning.org/index.php?page_id=3
http://www.vnsny.org/advantage/whatis.html
http://www.vnsny.org/advantage/communities.html
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communities around the country, the AdvantAge Initiative has used survey results to help leaders in 
more than (50 localities) develop action plans to build more elder-friendly communities.  Since 2002, the 
program has been funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Archstone Foundation, Atlantic 
Philanthropies, and The John A. Hartford Foundation, as well as a variety of local funders.  
 
Communities for All Ages 
Communities for All Ages is a national initiative that helps cities, towns, and localities address critical 
issues from a multi-generational perspective and promote the well-being of all age groups. The process 
(which includes training and technical assistance) has been used by 23 communities across the country 
to:  
 

 Address critical issues from a cross-sector perspective;  
 Increase social capital across age, race, ethnicity, and class;  
 Improve the well-being of people at every life stage; and  
 Change community norms to reflect a sense of shared fate and collective responsibility for the 

well-being of all residents.  
 
The national program office is housed at The Intergenerational Center at Temple University. Current 
national funders include the W.K. Kellogg Foundation and Ashoka, while each community has a local 
funder as well.  
 
Community Innovations for Aging in Place  
The Community Innovations for Aging in Place Initiative (CIAIP) was a grant program run by the 
Administration on Aging (AoA) to help communities in their efforts to enable older adults to sustain 
independence and age in place in their homes and communities. In 2009, 14 organizations representing 
communities across the country received awards. The Visiting Nurse Service of New York City provided 
training and technical assistance to the CIAIP grantees. The winning programs pursued a range of 
collaborative strategies, some still active, to assist frail older adults to remain independent and age in 
place.  
 

Age Friendly Communities-USA  
Funded by The Atlantic Philanthropies, this project seeks to advance the principles and practices of age-
friendly communities for vulnerable populations, working with a cluster of community-based 
organizations and other strategic partners with track records in focusing on low-income U.S. 
neighborhoods. The project is currently active in Oakland, New York (Harlem and Brooklyn), Chicago, 
and Phoenix. 
 

******** 
 

Surveys/Measurement Tools for Age Friendly Communities 
 
Best Cities for Successful Aging 
This data-driven index, supported by the Milken Institute, measures and ranks the performance of 359 
U.S. metropolitan areas in promoting and enabling successful aging. The index examines 78 factors that 
most affect seniors' quality of life, ranging from health care, crime rates, and weather to economic and 

http://www.vnsny.org/advantage/communities.html
http://communitiesforallages.org/
http://communitiesforallages.org/network/local-initiatives
http://www.aoa.gov/AoA_programs/HCLTC/CIAIP/index.aspx
http://successfulaging.milkeninstitute.org/
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job conditions, housing, transportation, and social engagement. The Index includes two sets of overall 
rankings: one for the 100 most populous metropolitan areas and another for the next 259 medium and 
smaller cities. 

United States of Aging 
This 2012 survey of U.S. adults measured seniors’ outlook and preparedness for aging, as well as their 
community’s ability to meet their needs as they age. Sponsored by United Healthcare, USA TODAY, and 
the National Council on Aging (NCOA), the survey provides results for the nation as a whole and for 
specific communities including Dallas, Miami, Milwaukee, Orange County (CA), and upstate New York. 

 
 

 

http://www.ncoa.org/improve-health/community-education/united-states-of-aging/united-states-of-aging.html

