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CREATING A FRAMEWORK FOR 
A SUSTAINABLE AGE-FRIENDLY MOVEMENT: 

A GIA LEADERSHIP SUMMIT

During the last decade the age-friendly 
communities movement has grown 
significantly both in the United States and 
abroad. This initial interest and support 
has generated several vibrant networks of 
cities and communities, useful models of 
action, and a wide range of resources to 
advance regional and local age-friendly 
initiatives. Creating truly great places to 
grow up and grow old, however, requires 
a sustained investment in infrastructure, 
programs, and services — well beyond 
traditional philanthropic support, one-off 
government funding, and modest volunteer 
contributions. How then do we build on 
the movement’s successes to date and 
accelerate sustainable progress at a local, 
state, national, and international level?

Sustaining the momentum of the 
age-friendly movement
To address this question, Grantmakers In 
Aging and Community AGEnda will host 
a Leadership Summit in the fall of 2015 
to leverage the collective knowledge of 
the age-friendly movement and create 
a framework for advancing this critically 
important work. This information will 
be captured in a culminating document 
that will complement the seminal WHO’s 
“Global Age-Friendly Cities: A Guide” that 
launched the age-friendly movement. 
The framework, which will focus on 
sustainability, will provide needed guidance 
to international, national, regional and local 
efforts looking to build long-term support 
for their efforts.

To guide this effort, GIA has established a 
steering committee, consisting of senior 
national and international leaders in 
age-friendly movement. The committee 
includes representatives from the World 
Health Organization (WHO), International 
Federation on Ageing (IFA), AARP, National 
Association of Area Agencies on Aging 
(n4a), Village to Village Network and the 
Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC). In 
addition to conceptualizing the research, 
meeting, and attendant work processes, the 
steering committee will suggest attendees 
for the Summit.
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A highly leveraged moment
This Leadership Summit comes at a 
critical juncture where attention is heavily 
focused on the role of age-friendly work 
in communities of all sizes. Important, 
ground-breaking work is developing out of 
many sources. The National Association of 
Area Agencies on Aging (n4a) is issuing a 
report lifting up key approaches that are 
succeeding in advancing livability around 
the US. The World Health Organization 
(WHO) Kobe Centre is in the process of 
pilot testing indicators to measure age-
friendliness. WHO has also launched a 
newly invigorated age-friendly website. 
Finally, a White House Conference on Aging 
is anticipated during the summer of 2015, 
which will address several issues central to 
age-friendly communities.

Research and planning:  
the work ahead
During early 2015 GIA will interview key 
leaders and non-traditional partners 
to explore definitions of sustainability, 
barriers to creating sustainable age-friendly 
projects, case examples of sustainable 
age-friendly efforts, observations about the 
interrelatedness of these strategies, and 
the strengths and potential roles for key 
national and international networks. These 
results will be synthesized and integrated 
into a draft document suggesting a 
potential framework for sustainability, 
including concrete strategies and tactics 
that networks and individual regions/ 
cities/communities can take to build 
needed support.

In the fall of 2015, a small subset of  
age-friendly senior leadership (25) 
will be convened for a 1.5-day working 
summit to refine the draft framework, 
expand our learnings, and seek collective 
action towards greater support for the 
movement. The results of this meeting 
will be integrated into the final document, 
A Framework for Sustaining the Age-
Friendly Movement, which will be available 
on the WHO and GIA websites along with 
other key age-friendly documents. This 
will be complemented by an integrated 
engagement and dissemination plan, 
developed with summit participants, to 
ensure the document is immediately useful 
and implemented broadly. 
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