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THEME STATEMENT
WISER ABOUT OLDER:  NEW 
INSIGHTS, NEW PROGRAMS 
FOR AN AGING AMERICA

As so many of us live longer, 
better lives, our nation is challenged to reimagine 
a country that truly cares for older people 
and also takes full advantage of our unique 
contributions. Along with so many others, 
funders must continue to get smarter about 
how we respond, must continue to develop 
new and innovative programs and policies that 
enable all of us to live as fully as possible in our 
communities. This year’s GIA conference will 
celebrate innovation, bring together national 
experts and local advocates, and highlight 
imaginative, groundbreaking ways we are 
creating a more vital older America. Come 
together in Memphis, the birthplace of rock and 
roll and a city devoted to aging in place. Learn 
from and with colleagues and other experts 
from around the nation — all dedicated to 
improving the experience of aging in America.

 
ABOUT THE CONFERENCE
GIA welcomes all organizations interested 
in aging and philanthropy — foundations, 
grantmaking organizations, corporate giving 
programs — to attend the GIA Annual Conference. 
Over the years, it’s become the premier source of 
information and inspiration for any organization 
that wants to support aging-related programs. 
The conference is designed to be a stimulating 
and productive experience for people in all types 
of roles in your organization, including staff, 
trustees, directors, consultants, and donors. 
In short, it’s for anyone who cares about older 
adults and understands how aging issues affect 
the whole spectrum of philanthropic priorities, 
from health and education to community and 
inter-generational issues.  
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ABOUT GIA
Grantmakers In Aging (GIA) is an inclusive and responsive 
membership organization that is a national catalyst for 
philanthropy, with a common dedication to improving 
the experience of aging. GIA members have a shared 
recognition that a society that is better for older adults is 
better for people of all ages. GIA’s membership includes 
leading staff and trustees of private, family, community, 
public, operating, and corporate foundations that are 
involved directly or indirectly with philanthropy and aging. 
It also includes corporate giving programs, private and 
public charities, social venture capital groups, individual 
philanthropists, and bank trust departments or trust 
companies that administer charitable trusts or foundations 
making grants for charitable purposes. 

MEMPHIS 2018

Each year, in October, GIA holds its Annual Conference, 
with more than 200 top local and national funders, in 
one of America’s great cities. For 2018, we’re excited 
to bring the meeting to Memphis, Tennessee — the 
birthplace of rock and roll and home to the world’s 
best barbecue. Our venue is The Peabody Memphis, 
whose iconic rooftop provides spectacular views of the 
Mississippi River and a great Southern city steeped in 
America’s ongoing struggle to ensure that the rights of 
all citizens are met.

Memphis is also the site of some innovative programs 
designed to benefit older adults. For example, the 
Plough Foundation has spearheaded a $12 million  
Aging Initiative for nearly four years, engaging in 
research, collaboration, and idea-sharing to identify 
and address the most pressing issues facing older 
citizens living in the city and surrounding Shelby County. 
Along with the work of local government and scores of 
community partners, the result is the slow but steady 
transformation of a great city into an even better one — 
a city that offers anyone, regardless of age, the highest 
quality of life.

We couldn’t think of a more fitting backdrop for GIA’s 
2018 Annual Conference and look forward to convening 
with our members and our extended network of 
thought-leaders and changemakers. We hope you’ll join 
us, both in the convention halls and at the landmarks, 
such as Graceland and Beale Street, that make Memphis 
so marvelous.

M E M P H I S
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MAKE A MEANINGFUL  
DIFFERENCE — BECOME A  
CONFERENCE SPONSOR
GIA’s roster of sponsors is diverse. Large or 
small, public or private, they support our annual 
conference because they know we bring together 
forward thinkers, seasoned experts, and innovative 
leaders and provide a great place to connect and 
collaborate in a variety of settings and learning 
environments. We’re sure it’s going to be one of our 
best conferences ever, but we need your help. Please 
consider joining us as a sponsor. We offer a number 
of sponsorship opportunities, so it’s easy to get 
involved. If you have an event to sponsor not 
listed below, let us know and we are happy to 
explore new possibilities. See pages 6 and 7 for a 
complete breakdown of sponsorship levels and 
possible benefits of each one, we would be glad 
to consider additional benefits. Please note that 
opportunities to sponsor the plenary sessions 
and events are on a first come, first served basis.

HERE ARE SOME OF THE MANY 
BENEFITS GIA’S ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
OFFERS PARTICIPANTS: 

•  An introduction to dynamic programs, 
applicable tools, and relevant 
publications that promote effectiveness 
and excellence in aging-related 
philanthropy. 

•  Access to internationally renowned 
thought leaders in the aging field, from 
some of the most prestigious aging-
related organizations and educational 
programs in the U.S. 

•  Meaningful opportunities for networking, 
development, intelligence sharing, 
and support, with more than 100 other 
philanthropic organizations of all sizes, 
types, and geographical focus. 

•  A variety of platforms to support different 
learning styles and to facilitate sharing of 
information. 

•  Access to technical assistance, resource 
sharing, and mentoring. 

•  Our “Best of the Region” session, 
which offers visibility for impressive 
local programs for older adults, such 
as projects you may be supporting to 
improve transportation, community 
design, older adult employment, or other 
related issues. 

•  Half-day site visits that introduce funders 
and experts from across the nation to 
successful programs in action in the  
host city. 
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GIA CONFERENCE BY THE NUMBERS

Family/Individual

Corporate Foundation

Private/Independent

Community Foundation

Public Charity

Foundation Type

800,000 to $5 Million

250,000 to $799,999

Over $5 Million

Less than $250,000

Levels of Grantmaking

Senior Staff Member

Consultants

Board of Trustees

President/CEO/
Executive Director

Who Attends
18%

13%

4%

65%

5%

15%

10%

8%34%

29%

26%

37%

8%
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SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

■  Acknowledgment as PRESENTING SPONSOR in conference materials, conference website  
and on-site signage

■  Opportunity to sponsor: Young professionals/students from diverse communities to attend the 
conference, OR CEO breakfast, OR Trustee breakfast, OR Diversity award

■ Promotion of your organization to GIA membership
■ One complimentary conference registration
■ Your logo and organization featured on mobile app

$25,000TO$49,999
PRESENTING

■  Acknowledgment as PARTICIPATING SPONSOR in conference materials, conference website  
and on-site signage

■  Opportunity to sponsor: First-time attendee reception, OR Opening night reception, OR a 
Networking breakfast (Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday), OR a Local flavor afternoon break 
(Thursday), OR a Box lunch to go (Friday)

■ Promotion of your organization to GIA membership
■ Your logo and organization featured on sponsorship section of mobile app

$15,000TO$24,999
PARTICIPATING

■  Acknowledgment as PREMIER SPONSOR in conference materials, conference website,  
and on-site signage

■  Opportunity to design content with GIA one plenary session (choose one of three sessions —
Thursday morning, Thursday luncheon, and Friday morning) NOTE: GIA reserves the right to 
select the topic and presenters

■ Promotion of your organization to GIA membership
■ Two complimentary conference registrations
■ Your logo and organization featured on mobile app

$50,000 AND ABOVE

PREMIER
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BECOME A SPONSOR OR LEARN MORE
Certain sponsorship benefits, such as designing plenary sessions, are available on a 
first come, first served basis. Sign up early to unlock the full range of benefits.

John Feather, Chief Executive Officer 
703.413.0413 | jfeather@giaging.org   

Maria Gonzales Jackson, Director of Programs and Membership
703.413.0413 | mgonzalesjackson@giaging.org

■ Acknowledgment as PATRON in conference materials, conference website and on-site signage
■  Opportunity to sponsor: Morning coffee break {Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday}, OR Afternoon 

snack break {Wednesday}
■ Your logo and organization featured on sponsorship section of mobile app

$10,000TO$14,999
PATRON

· Acknowledgment as PARTNER in conference materials, conference website and on-site signage

· Your logo and organization featured on sponsorship section of mobile app

BELOW $10,000
PARTNER
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