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2017 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 

Forward Motion: Gaining Momentum for an Aging Society 
October 18-20, 2017 

The Westin Copley Place | Boston, Massachusetts 
 
 

PROPOSAL GUIDELINES 

Eligibility and Deadline 

Only Grantmakers In Aging (GIA) members may propose conference sessions – doing so is an 
exclusive GIA member benefit. The deadline for submissions is Friday, March 31, 2017. 
 
Session Designers 
 
Individuals submitting proposals are considered Session Designers. Responsible for all aspects 
of the session content, Session Designers develop and finalize content, identify and confirm 
speakers, and identify appropriate supporting materials and handouts. GIA staff and members 
of the national Program Planning Committee will work with Session Designers to ensure the 
presenters and moderators achieve the conference goals and objectives and standards of 
quality, including requested interactive and innovative formats for the sessions. 

Conference Theme  
 
Forward Motion: Gaining Momentum For An Aging Society  
According to recent analysis of census data, there are now more than 50 million people 65 or 
older in America — the largest number of seniors there has ever been. A count of 50 million 
seniors is more than the population of 25 states combined.  

If you think about this like a physicist, you realize that a group of this size has significant mass 
and energy. The momentum of 50 million people is equally impressive. It can drive change, 
influence events, and accelerate innovation. This concept also applies to individuals — their 
lives gain momentum and get better as they age.  

As a nation populated with individuals across the lifespan, we must be able to tap into the 
impetus of older Americans. At the same time, we must be able to cope with challenges that 
come with an aging society. Being successful at both of these aims will require new approaches 
on a number of fronts. Medical care, age-friendly housing, transportation, elder workforce — all 
of these issues demand new insights, creative problem-solving, and innovative programs to 
ensure that people of all ages can grow up and grow older comfortably, feeling cared for, 
supported, and valued.  

Luckily, we have made great progress in recent years. Funders in aging continue to be at the 
forefront of identifying new, even transformative, strategies to reinvent how we care for, engage, 
and connect with older adults. The Reframing Aging project, based on research by the 
FrameWorks Institute, is a good example. Grantmakers In Aging has joined forces with AARP, 
the American Federation for Aging Research, the American Geriatrics Society, the National 
Hispanic Council on Aging, the American Society on Aging, and The Gerontological Society of 
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America to create a better public understanding of older adults’ needs and contributions to 
society. The work will undoubtedly lead to new tools, policies, applications, and systems that will 
vastly improve the aging experience.  

All of this positive change might be considered revolutionary. If so, then we’re particularly lucky  
to be coming together for GIA’s 2017 Annual Conference in Boston. As the seat of our nation’s 
struggle for independence and home to more than 50 colleges and universities, Boston 
balances issues of young and old every day. And, of course, the city is known for its innovative 
approaches to empowering older adults and keeping them involved in all aspects of the 
community.  

Session Format  
 
Sessions last 75 minutes.  

We are seeking sessions that offer a highly interactive format and use innovative approaches. 
Please limit the number of speakers in your session so that the conversation can go into greater 
depth rather than provide a superficial treatment of a wider range of issues or perspectives.  

Proposals with these attributes will be given priority: 

Clear lessons or ideas for other funders: Sessions should provide participants with 
understandings and/or practical tools that will help them grow as grantmakers and/or 
strengthen their work. In telling the story of the work, sessions should give a behind the 
scenes look at, for example, the rationale for the strategy, the lessons learned and the 
transferability or implications for other funders. The choices and decisions that led to 
particular outcomes can be tremendously useful as peer grantmakers look to apply them 
to their own grantmaking. 

Well-conceived learning format: Sessions should be designed with thoughtful, relevant 
learning objectives and then be crafted to meet them. Speakers should bring depth, 
experience, and energy. Moderators should be experienced and have a plan and the skill 
to keep speakers on time and the discussion flowing. Most important—participants must 
be engaged as active learners and be provided with significant and well-designed 
opportunities for open discussion and interaction. We are especially looking for 
creative/innovative approaches. 

We encourage you to be creative by sharing new ideas and knowledge, and engaging 
participants. Suggested formats for consideration: 

• Facilitated Discussion – session opens with speakers who frame an issue, 
followed by an open and thought-provoking discussion with session participants 

• Hands-on Workshop – session is structured around hands-on exercises in 
response to a scenario, or small-group discussions around a defined topic that 
might include problem solving in response to a scenario or simulations  

• Issue Deliberation – session offers opposing views using a talk-show format in 
which speakers are interviewed 

• Other creative formats that engage participants through alternative approaches  

Topical: We are looking for a wide range of topics that showcase new and emerging 
work and innovation and break-through models. Additionally, we look for sessions 
relevant to what’s happening in aging today and that anticipate future issues in the field.  
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Relevant to different types of funders: GIA’s conference participants are a diverse 
group of grantmakers working on issues across the aging continuum–active aging to the 
frail elderly–with a wide range of strategies, budgets, and scope of geographic focus. 
The conference planning committee will choose a final slate of sessions that reflect this 
range of interests. 

Associated Costs 

• Session speakers must pay the GIA 2017 annual conference registration fee at the 
reduced GIA member rate of $645 

• Speakers are responsible for costs associated with travel and accommodations 
• GIA will supply basic audiovisual equipment (LCD package, laptop) 

Session Designer Responsibilities 

• Make any necessary refinements based on recommendations by the planning committee 
• Invite and confirm presenters and provide GIA with contact information and bios (GIA will 

follow on with logistical information) 
• Plan and participate in call(s) with each other and GIA staff  
• Identify and share session resources/slides with GIA for placement on the GIA web site 
• Register and attend the 2017 GIA Annual Conference 

Selection Process 
 
All proposals will be reviewed by the national planning committee, consisting of representatives 
from a range of GIA member organizations and GIA staff.  

The conference program also includes conference intensive sessions, short talks, and more 
informal roundtable discussions. While proposal submission does not guarantee selection, we 
will explore opportunities to include the wealth of expertise represented in proposals received. 

Notification of Acceptance 
 
Session designers will be notified of the status of their proposal on or about May 10. Please 
note, GIA may request alterations be made to a proposed session so that it more closely 
reflects the goals and objectives of the annual conference. If two session proposals are similar, 
the designers may be contacted to determine if they would be willing to collaborate. 

Timeline  

March 31 Deadline for submitting Session Proposals 
By May 10 All applicants will be notified about the status of their proposals 
May 10 – 26 Session designers work with GIA to make any necessary refinements and 

confirm speakers 
May 26 Final session description and speaker information due GIA 
	  
	  


